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CLINICS. 
Clinical Lectures on the Relation of Re- 


clusions which may be pam vm this 
knowledge. 
I might thus bring before you every dis- 





nal Disorders to Disorders of the Stomach, } ease to which the human body is subject ; 
and to other Acute and Chronic Diseases.— } but though I should gain in completeness, I 
By H. Bence Jonezs, M. D., Physician to$ should exhaust your interest, and I shall, 





St. George’s Hospital. Lect. I. On Dis-? 
orders of the Renal Secretion in Cholera, in} 
Acute Rheumatic Inflammation of the Kid- 
ney, and in Scarlet Fever. 

GENTLEMEN : It is my intention, in this 
annual course of Clinical Lectures, to 
change the plan which I have usually 
adopted; and, instead of taking as my sub- 
ject the most acute cases in the hospital, I 
shall bring before you the most interesting 
cases which I have noted of the connection 
of renal disorders with other acute and 
chronic diseases. I intend, not only to 
dwell on the disorders of the stomach which 
affect the urine, but I wish to take as many 
other acute and chronic diseases as my time 
will allow, and to show you their effects on 
the renal secretion, and the practical con- 





therefore, only dwell on the connections 
and relations of those diseases which, at 
the present time, appear to me to possess 
most practical interest. 

Thus, in acute disease, I shall occupy 
your attention with the connection of the 
renal secretion with cholera, rheumatic and 
scarlet fever, delirium tremens, and injury 
of the spinal cord. 

In chronic disease, I shall bring before 
you Bright’s disease, diabetes, indigestion 
and its results, such as renal calculi, irrita- 
ble bladder, diuresis, retention and sup- 
pression of urine. Lastly, scrofulous and 
malignant disease of the kidney and blad- 
der, and their effect on the urine will be 
mentioned. 

I shall, as far as possible, bring my cases 
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150 \ 
before you as if they were at present under 
my care in the hospital; and, to save your 
time, and to avoid repetition, I shall refer 
you, on most chemical points, to my lec- 
tures on animal chemistry, in its relation 
to stomach and renal disorders. 

The usual effect of acute disease, is to di- 
minish the quantity, and to increase the 
colour of the urine; but a remarkable ex- 
ception to this is observable in cholera, one y 
of the most acute diseases. The colour of | 
the urine in cholera was generally re- 
markably pale, even when not much more } 
than an ounce was secreted in twelve hours. 

A boy, 12 years of age, was admitted at { 
midnight, July 15, 1849, under my care. i 
He was in the cold stage. He had been | 
attacked with cholera at least twenty-four 
hours previously. No urine was passed 
until eleven hours after his admission; it 
was very scanty, not much above an ounce ; 
pale straw-coloured ; contained a consider. : 
able quantity of albumen, with many fibrin- ; 
ous casts of the tubes. 

The following day the urine became } ; 
plentiful ; it was very light coloured—spe- ‘ ‘ 
cific gravity, 1013 ; contained albumen, and ' 
very dark- coloured fibrinous casts; also it 
gave a deposit of uric acid crystals. On the 
19th, the water was still pale; very slightly 
albuminous; specific gravity, 1010. On the 
21st, no albumen was found; the specific 
gravity was 1008. 

The post-mortem examinations of the kid- 
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down the floor of the ward. No urine 
whatever was passed, and there was no 
urine in the bladder after death. 

The state of the circulation through the 
kidney appears to me sufficient to account 
for the different actions of the kidney in 
these two classes of cases; for the above are 
types of other cases. I cannot admit that a 
hypothetical cholera poison, striving to pass 
out by the kidney, causes the albuminous 


‘urine, because it appears to me that passive 


congestion alone, dependent on the state of 
the circulation, is a far simpler explanation. 
Moreover, in other diseases, in which we 
admit that a poison probably exists in the 
blood, and passes off by the kidneys, albu- 
minous urine very seldom occurs. Let me 
take rheumatic fever, or acute gout. In 
these diseases, unless the kidneys are the 
seat of active congestion, or of previous dis- 
ease, no albumen is ever met with. No 
diseases are more frequent or more severe 
in our hospital. The urine may present all 
ithe marks of the most acute disorder; but 
‘how rarely will you meet with albumen in 
the urine in acute rheumatic fever, or in in- 
‘tense gout. I am not speaking now of 
‘ those more chronic cases of rheumatism 
and gout, accompanied, or sometimes 
caused, by a state of kidney which produces 
albumen in the urine ; but I am impressing 
on you the rarity of albumen in the urine as 
a consequence of these acute diseases in 
which a poison probably exists in the blood. 


neys of those who died of cholera, whether ‘The following case is almost the only ex- 
in the cold stage or after reaction, showed ‘ample of rheumatic fever and albuminous 


that congestion of the kidneys, to a greater 
or less degree, was almost always present. 


Although this congestion gave rise to the } 


albumen in the urine, and to the low spe- 
cific gravity of the secretion, yet, in the 
most severe cases, there was another cause 
in action which produced a still greater 
effect on the function of the kidneys. This 
was the immense drain of fluid from the 
bowels whereby the total suppression of the 
urine was produced. A labourer, aged 35, 
was admitted July 13. at a quarter past 9 
A.M. When going to work, at6 A. M., he 
was seized with vomiting and purging. At 
ten A. M. he became insensible, and he 
died at three A. M. on the following morn 
ing. For at least six hours he was kept 


alive by pumping, from time to time, hot { 
brandy and water into the stomach. The } 


watery motions saturated the bedding, and { 
before it was noticed, they ran in a stream 


urine which I can give you :— 

A railway porter, aged 29, was admitted 
March 4, 1843, in the third week of rheu- 
matic fever. The knees, ankles, wrists, 
and shoulders were affected. He had also 
severe pain across the loins. The urine 
was scanty, of a very deep red colour, and 
contained an excess of urea, but no albumen 
or blood-globules. 

March 6.—The pain in the loins was 
worse than ever ;. it was on both sides of 
the spine. The urine contained albumen 
and blood globules, was slightly acid to 
test-paper. The perspiration was highly 
acid and very profuse. 

11th. There was acute pain on pressing 
‘the region of the right kidney, where the 
pain was worse than before. The pain was 
better on the left side. Urine not so deep- 
coloured, but contained a multitude of pus- 
globules, and some albumen. 
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14th. No tendernesson either side. Urine urine still albuminous. From this time he 
was alkaline, and contained some ropy mu- 3 gradually improved, and he went out on 


cus, and a little albumen. the 9th of August, when the urine contained 
17th. Urine just passed neutral, with dis-} no albumen. 
tinct pus-globules. No pain. If, then, you find albumen in the urine, 


He went out at the end of the month, } watch anxiously to detect and treat any in- 
without any pain, but passing still some pus. } flammation which may arise; but the in- 
On the Ist of May, I still found a i pus} flammation may come on before any albu- 
in the urine. men appears in the urine. A boy, about 14 

The contrast between rheumatic fever} years of age, was admitted on the second 
and scarlet fever, in the effect on the kid- | week of scarlet fever; no albumen was de- 
neys, is too striking to be overlooked. In} tected in the urine. After a few days, he 
scarlet fever, the affection of the kidneys} complained of most severe dyspnaa and 
has been considered, by the late Dr. Mil-} pain in the region of the heart. Still, no 
ler,* to be a necessary part of the disease ;} albumen could be found in the urine, and 
and ——— has —_— that no _ of _ - no — of Pre pericardium. 
scarlet fever occur without some albumen e following day the friction was most 
being present at some time in the course of} distinct, but no albumen was present in the 
the complaint. I cannot agree fully to the} urine. The next day a minute trace of 
fact, or to the theory. Albumen I have not} albumen was found; this afterwards in- 
found in nie si although it rete creased, but = _—_ ee The 
may be found, for a very short time, in the} pericarditis, which rapidiy went on to ex- 
urine, without being followed by any bad  trgme effusion of fluid, yielded to treatment, 
consequences, and without the slightest? and, when he left the hospital, no albumen 
pig of any a of _ “ ba a in a , 
thelium of the mucous membrane of the e quantity of albumen in the urine, 
pelvis or tubes. after scarlet fever, is no test of the danger- 

Whenever albumen is found in the urine ous symptoms which may occur. Thus, I 
after scarlet fever, the greatest attention of } have found very little albumen in the urine, 
the medical man is requisite to detect and} and yet the most intense symptoms have en- 
to treat the commencement of any inflam- sued. 
mation of the serous membranes. On the 3d Dec., 1848, I saw aschool-boy, 

A young man, aged 20, was admitted, } aged 19, who had been sick the night pre- 
June 20, 1843, on ihe fourth day of slight? vious. I found soreness of the throat, and 
scarlet fever; on the 18th day he was ap- ; a scarlet eruption on the chest. The scar- 
parently convalescent, but I detected some § let fever did well; he had no bad symptoms. 
albumen in the urine. On the 23d day, I! On the 20th day he had some enlargement 
found still more albumen in the urine, with i of the glands of the neck externally ; they 
desquamation of the epithelium. He was; were tender to the touch. I did not exam- 
perfectly free from all edema of the face or} ine the urine. On the 24th day he was con- 
legs, and made no complaint. valescent. During the following week he 

25th. Some pain in the left side. The ; had not much appetite, and he had a little 
following day it was increased, with dul-{ pain sometimes in his head. I was not 
ness, = Me ser se - + ogee, breath: } asked . “ “ — _ ee —t - 
ing, at the base of the left lung. went to bed early; the bowels had acte 

On the 32d day, the effusion into the; freely with medicine. About half past 11 
pleura was much diminished by treatment, ; P. M., an unusual noise was heard in his 
but, at the apex of the heart, a distinct rub- j room; it was found that he had vomited, 
bing to and-fro sound with each pulsation ; and was not himself. I saw him soon after 
was heard. This was loudest when he; 1 A.M., the 32d day ; he was then vomit- 
held his breath. on He did not complain of any pain in 
37th day. Still pleurisy, and pericarditis; { his head ; I could get no urine, but nothing 
also some rusty adhesive expectoration ;} unusual had been observed init. Ina few 
minutes he had a most violeut epileptic fit ; p 

* “The Pathology of the Kidney in Scarlatina.” } he was cupped to six ounces ; he complai 


By 6 ge ag css thiy Journal of Medical much of the pain of the oupeien. and while 
whan Oct. 1852. «On Temporary Albuminuria.” | the glasses were on, he had another fit. 
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Every hour, for five successive hours, a fit} and, to the second, that Dr. Miller told me, 
recurred. The pulse becoming hard pre- . that, on the post-mortem examination of the 
vious to the convulsions, but soft and large kidneys of those who died after scarlet fever, 
afterwards, when perspiration cameon. At ‘he has seen both the enlarged and the con- 
seven o’clock in the morning he had had ; tracted cortical structure characteristic of 
seven fits; he was bled toten ounces. He : different stages of Bright’s disease. If you 
was quieter for atime. At ten, the fits still; have the opportunity of seeing much of 
recurred every hour, and were very strong. { scarlet fever, you may advance our know- 
He was again bled to ten ounces, and was ; ledge by carefully watching the progress of 
decidedly better for a time. From twelve these cases of dropsy, when the disease is 
totwo, the fits became much more frequent, { in its most chronic form. The careful ex- 
scarcely even remitting. There was mark- ; amination of the microscopical appearances 
ed opisthotonos, and the convulsions were ; in the urine during life, and of the state of 
chiefly on the right side. The pulse re- the kidney after death, can scarcely fail to 
mained of good strength. He had much } give new and important results. 
perspiration, and he passed some water wd By such observations, you may also de- 
the bed. At three he became quieter, and ; termine whether desquamation of the renal 
at five in the evening the fits ceased. At} tubes necessarily accompanies the albumen 
half-past nine he was quiet, but unconsci- ii in the urine after scarlet fever; or whether, 
ous ; as I have myself seen, the albumen may 
At nine A. M., 33d day, he was sensible. ; frequently appear without any appearance 
He passed some water for me; it contained } of desquamation in the urine. 
a few blood-globules ; some coarse and some The question of the passage of the scarlet 
fine cylinders; much free uric acid; albu- } fever poison out of the system, through the 
men very distinct, but not in large quantity. } kidney, has still to be proved. Ina future 
Specific gravity of urine, 1010.8; 1000 grs. ; lecture I may return to this point. The 
of urine contained | gr. of uric acid. time obliges me now to point out the gene- 
On the 41st day, the urine gave the ‘ral principles which must guide you in the 
slightest precipitate with nitric acid and ‘treatment of this state of kidney after scar- 
heat. ‘I'he albumen was scarcely percepti- ‘et fever; the general treatment differs, how- 
ble. There were still some very fine fibrin- one in no respect from that of Bright’s 
ous casts to be found. The specific gravity } disease. Except that recovery is more fre- 
of the urine was 1023.5; it was alkaline, ‘quent, and that the symptoms yield more 
from fixed alkali. He had no bad symp- ° easily to treatment, I know of no difference 
toms, but slowly and gradually regained { between this disease and Bright’s disease. 
his strength of mind and body, and reco- } Mercurials are as dangerous in the dropsy 
vered completely. ; after scarlet fever as in Bright’s disease. 
I have seen the same symptoms and the ; Diuretics are as much to be avoided ; sudo- 
same result, when the urine, on the addition ; rifics and aperients are as beneficial. In ex- 
of nitric acid, has become perfectly solid, } treme cases of both diseases, the benefit of 
from the quantity of albumen which it con- ; elaterium might be illustrated by many ex- 
tained; and hence you must not consider ‘ samples, if my time admitted me to read 
that the quantity of albumen in the urine, ; }them. In both diseases the blood becomes 
after scarlet fever, is any certain index to: impure, from the accumulation of the pro- 
the severity or duration of the symptoms ; ducts of the organic changes in the body. 
which may occur. } I might sum up the objects to be attained, 
A very important question connected ; if possible, in these few words, namely, re- 
with this subject, is, how long the albumen ‘lieve congestion, and purify the blood. 
may remain in the urine after scarlet fever.; In conclusion, this appearance of albumen 
Another is, on post-mortem examination of } in the urine in cholera is caused by passive 
such cases, in what state is the kidney congestion of the kidney, while the albu- 
found? I have, as yet, only this answer to; men in rheumatic fever is the result of 
give to the first question—that I have seen ‘ active congestion. The albumen after scar- 
the albumen continue in the urine for many ; let fever may also, at least as regards its 
months without any general symptoms, and } treatment, be considered as produced by a 
that, when these do arise, they may, like } state of more or less active congestion of 
Bright's disease, be acute or very chronic ; ‘the kidney. The relation of this to Bright's 
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disease will be the subject of a future lec- 
ture.—Med. Times and Gaz. Sept. 10, 1853. 


History of the recent Epidemic of Infan- 
tile Leucorrhwa. With en Account of Five 
Cases of alleged Felonious Assaults re- 
cently tried in Dublin. By Witttam R. 
Wipe, F.R.C.S., Surgeon of St. Mark’s 
Hospital, etc.—Considerable excitement has 
prevailed among all classes in Dublin dur- 
ing the last month, owing to the circum- 
stance of no less than three cases of felo- 
nious assaults upon children under ten years 
of age having been brought forward by the 
Crown at the late Commission before the 
Chief Justices. Since these trials, leading 
articles have appeared in some newspapers 
on the subject; and a correspondence has 
been published in the Freeman’s Journal, 
between Dr. Ireland, the Physician to the 
Police, upon whose informations the cases 
were sent for trial, and myself, as 1 had one 
of the accused persons defended. 1 think 
it also right to mention, that so impressed 





likely to result upon the discovery of such 
affections. Mr. Lawrence, in one of his 
lectures on Surgery, published in the Medi- 
cal Gazette for August, 1830, also described 
the disease. Dr. Beatty, in the article 
“Rape,” in the Cyclopedia of Practical 
Medicine; Dr. Churchill, in his work on 
Diseases of Women; Dr. Beck, in his 
Elements of Medical Jurisprudence ; and, 
to come down to the latest authority, Dr. 
A. S. Taylor, in the edition of his work 
on the same subject, which was issued last 
year, has entered minutely into the legal 
questions likely to arise in cases of this na- 
ture; so that one is rather astonished at 
finding that any mistake should now arise 
as to the nature and causes of such affec- 
tions. 

But as such errors have arisen, and 
might, but for the pains taken to expose 
them, have led to the most serious conse- 
quences, we think it our duty as public 
journalists to bring the matter under the 
notice of our readers, not merely asa warn- 
ing to such members of the profession as 


were those members of the profession in} might, from inexperience, be led into similar 
Dublin who were acquainted with the cir-3 errors in future, but as an exposure of the 


cumstances of the cases, that Professors 
Cusack, Beatty, and Geoghegan, and Drs. 
Churchill, Hughes, Hatchell, and Speedy, 
all came forward in court gratuitously, to 
tender their evidence in what they con- 
sidered the cause of truth, science, and hu- 
manity. 

Most practical physicians and surgeons, 
particularly those attached to public institu- 
tions, or who are well acquainted with the 
diseases of the lower classes, know per- 
fectly well that vaginal discharges, attended 
with inflammation of the external parts, 
and an exematous excoriation of the labie, 
and the adjacent portions of the thighs, are 
not uncommon affections in girls aged from 
four or five to ten years. This affection 
has been lately denominated infantile leu- 
corrheea, but vaginitis is a more character- 
istic term. It is of a more decidedly in- 
flammatory character than leucorrhea, and 
the accompanying discharge is puriform. 
Occasionally, it assumes a very virulent 
appearance, resembling cancrum oris, and 
sloughing of the genitals, and even death 
has followed. It is at times epidemic. Sir 
Astley Cooper published, in his Lectures 
on Surgery, nearly forty years ago, an ac- 
curate description of the disease, and also 





3 





deficient system of medical police in the 
United Kingdom, and as a warning to law- 
yers and public prosecutors with respect to 
medical jurisprudence—a subject, by the 
way, on which, except when barristers 
‘*cram’’ for the defence of a prisoner, they 
are especially deficient. Even judges may 
occasionally require to have the well- 
established laws of medical jurisprudence 
very forcibly pressed upon them, before 
they will take them in evidence against the 
assertion of an ignorant witness. 

The causes of the inflammation and 
muco-purulent discharge from the genitals 
of young children may be an impaired state 
of the general health, arising from ill-feed- 
ing and @ residence in an unhealthy locality 
—scrofula, intestinal worms, and the neg- 
lect and inattention of their parents and 
guardians. Generally speaking, the dis- 
ease arises, in the first instance, from some 
of the foregoing causes, and is then aggra- 
vated by uncleanliness. Being at first, and 
when perhaps confined to the vagina, pain- 
less, no complaint is made by the child, 
untjl the urine passing over the excoriated 
surfaces of the labie and inside of the thighs; 
or, in aggravated cases, the difficulty which 
the little patient experiences in walking at- 


in graphic termsdescribed the consequences } tracts attention. Frequently, however, ac- 
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cident, or the state of the child’s linen, first } to influence her, has had connection with a 
calls attention to her state. ‘man, it is not likely that she will conceal 
It is here proper to premise that a delu-; it from her mother or near relatives when 
sion prevails very extensively among the’ hard pressed; but in all cases where the 
lower orders in Ireland, to the effect that: crime has not been committed, consider- 
a man can get rid of an obstinate gonorrhaa, } able time elapses before the story is made 
which has “ failed the doctors,’’ by having; out. In one of the cases tried in Dublin, 
connection with a virgin;* and, as the; the mother stated in her informations that 
easiest mode of effecting that object, a child’ she had to threaten her daughter severely 
of tender years is selected ; and hence the{ for more than a day and night before she 
felonious assaults occasionally attempted, } would acknowledge to the fact; and she 
and for which men have been most justly; also swore, at the Commission, that she 
convicted, and most righteously punished. ; threatened her little girl “‘ to cut her tongue 
But in all such cases it has been proved } owt of her.” And in another case, the mo- 
that the men laboured under gonorrhea or} ther—a step-mother, by the way—com- 
venereal, although the popular impression} menced by giving the unhappy child a 
among the lower orders is, that the disease; sound flogging, and a threatening of more 
is not only completely but instantaneously } if she would not confess to the fact. 
transmitted from the male to the female.; Then comes the next part of this extra- 
But it is not alone in this country that this} ordinary drama, also graphically described 
popular delusion prevails, From the work } by Cooper. The names of a number of 
of Duchesne, on the prostitution of Algiers, ; persons are suggested, not in the first ine 
just published, we learn that ‘the Arabs? stance as having perpetrated the crime, but 
believe that syphili# may be transmitted to? merely as having been kind to the child, 
a negro female, the individual thus trans- ; paid it attention, or given it presents. The 
mitting it becoming free from the disease.’’; child acknowledges to some such act of 
Well aware of this wide-spread supersti- ‘kindness. In one of the Dublin instances, 
tion, and also naturally suspicious of med bit of sugar given some months before by 
disease in the genitals of a female child or} the prisoner to the child, was the alleged 
young girl, the mother at once jumps to the reward, and also the reason why that par- 
conclusion that some impure connection} ticular person was selected; and in one of 
has taken place, and possibly she may be} the other instances, ‘‘a penny to buy straw- 
confirmed in this idea by some medical man, } berries,’? was said to be the reward. The 
not conversant with such affections, stating { name having been at length selected, the 
that it may be either gonorrhea or the re- } threatenings are recommenced, and a series 
sult of violence. But even without this’ of questionings, as to whether such and 
medical authority, the mother commences} such circumstances did not take place are 
a course of questioning and threatening, so} instituted ; and thus, as Sir Astley said, with 
precisely identical with that so graphically } great truth, ‘‘ The child is driven to confess 
described by Cooper, that one would think } what never happened in order to save her- 
she had been instructed out of his lectures ; ; self from being chastised.” All this time 
in fact, the evidence given upon the cases} the infatuated mother, firmly believing in 
lately tried in Dublin was, in truth, but a the commissiom of a foul act, little suspects 
paraphrase of the very words of our great} that in the promptings and suggestions to 
surgeon. First commences the questioning ; her frightened innocent child, she is leading 
as to the fact of connection. Thisthe poor’ it from the path of truth and demoralizing 
child denies, and generally holds thereto} its mind by entering into details which, as 
for a greater or less period, varying accord- ? may easily be seen from the language after- 
ing to her own knowledge of or her appre- } wards adopted by the child at her examina- 
ciation of truth, or the amount of reward ; tions, are those of a grown person well ac- 
offered, or of punishment threatened. Now,‘ quainted with such matters, and of the mo- 
upon this subject I may remark that where; ther who, as the great authority so’ often 
a child, who has neither love nor passion } quoted said, being ‘‘ perhaps not quite clear 
$ herself, she is more ready to suspect ojpers.”” 
* Dr. Montgomery informs me that he knew ai If the child is taken into an hospital or a 
case in which & servant-woman affected with Foner’; public institution (as occurred in three of 
5 


rhoea induced a child to have connection with her, . 2 - 
in the hope of thus curing herself. the nine cases which lately appeared in 
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Dublin), the mother may be disabused of | 
her unjust suspicions, and the nature of her’ 
child’s disease explained to her; and she 
may return to her home happy and content- 
ed, while at the same time her child is pre- 
scribed for and soon gets well. But if, on 
the other hand, she applies to the police, 
the accused person is immediately arrested 
without summons or warrant, as the crime 


is a felony punishable by transportation for | 
And a system of examination and in- | 


life. 
quiry is pursued which may lead to a pub- 


lic trial, in which the accused man, unless . 
ably defended or assisted by medical evi- | 


dence in his behalf, stands a good chance of 
being sent to Spike Island ora penal colony. 
Such was nearly being the catastrophe 
lately, the particulars of which are as fol- 
lows :— 
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wards, the mother having discovered a va- 
ginal discharge and excoriation, etc., in her 
child, put her through the usual course of 
examination, and then brought her to the 
‘ police-office, where she charged the servant 
of the gentleman alluded to with having 
violated her upon the day when she was 
seen at the door by the inaster, and swore 
that the crime took place in the gentleman’s 
office, the next room to the dining parlour 
in which his family were than sitting either 
‘at or after dinner! The case came, in due 
course, before the magistrates ; the medical 
officer of the police made the usual examina- 
{tion of both parties; found the man per- 
‘ fectly free from disease, but stated that the 
‘child laboured under a vaginal discharge ; 
‘ with other marks, which, together with the 
‘ child’s evidence, induced the magistrate to 








I have already stated that the disease is ‘send the case for trial, and to refuse a large 
occasionally epidemic, and such would ap- ; amount of bail offered for the prisoner. The 
pear to have been recently the case in Dub- { informations of the child were very concise, 
lin, as I have received the particulars of no! merely stating how, when, and where the 
less than nine cases, viz. one recorded by ‘act occurred. Neither the mother nor the 
Mr. Hamilton in the Dublin Medical Press, medical officer of the police swore any in- 
for the 4th of May last, and tried before the ' ‘formations, and as the gentleman’s family 
Recorder ; the three which formed the sub- : were naturally exceedingly distressed at the 
jects of the late trials at the Commission ; ' circumstance, the case was kept as private 
two which presented at the Pitt-street Dis- ' as possible, and no account of it appeared 
pensary, under the care of Drs. Croker and | in the public newspapers. The child, says 
Hardy ; two treated by Dr. M?’Clintock ; ‘ Mr. Hamilton, in his report, was sent to the 
and one at present under the care of Mr. ‘ Richmond Hospital, “ by the police, as hav- 
Dwyer. In none of the cases where the ; ing been violated ; the man suspected of the 
children were first brought to public Insti- { offence was in custody. The face was pale, 
tutions, or where private practitioners were | but not delicate-looking ; the crime was said 
consulted, were trials instituted, although, ; to have been committed a fortnight before. 
in three of them, the mothers were at first ' Her story, which she detailed very glibly,” 
possessed with the same suspicions regard- ; being that already related. ‘The disease in 
ing violence and infection to which I have ? the genitals was characterized by the usual 
already alluded. In the case related by Mr. ' symptoms of swelling, redness, superficial 
Hamilton, the first of the epidemic which ‘ sores, vaginal discharge, eczematous exco- 
presented, the facts are these: A beggar‘ riations, extending over so much of the 
child, residing in a dirty, unhealthy lane, ‘ thighs as were washed by the discharge, or 
leading from one of the principal markets, ; came in contact with each other. A few of 
was in the habit of receiving bread and ‘ the neighbouring lymphatics were enlarged. 
other charities from P. Tracey, the butler ; To assist in forming a diagnosis of the case, 
of a solicitor residing on the north side of ; Mr. Hamilton performed inoculation, with 
the city. Upon a certain day, the master ‘ the matter of the sores, on the thighs of the 
of thé house, when going out to dine, ob- ’ patient ; but it failed. The child, he says, 
served her at his hall door, waiting to re- ; was in a “‘ filthy state,”’ at the time of her 
ceive the usual charity given to her at such ; ‘admission. The accused person did not ex- 
times. He desired her to go away from the ; ; hibit “the smallest trace’ of any affection 
place. Trivial as this circumstance is, it is ; Sof the genitals. I expressed an opinion, 
worthy of note, inasmuch as it would be ; therefore, says Mr. Hamilton, “ that, as far 
one of those facts laid hold of by the Crown {as the medical evidence went, there was 
as corroborative of the child’s statement re- { nothing to show that any violence had been 
garding time and place. Some time after- used with the child, or that contact had 
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communicated the venereal disease.”” The child of an old pensioner named Barber, 
Medical Officer of the police acknowledged } who resided in a distant part of the city, 
at the trial that the appearances might be} but who was formerly a neighbour of hers, 


from dirt, though they might be from vio- 
lence; the case was, therefore, sent for trial 
before the Recorder; but, at the Sessions, 
‘the child completely broke down in her 
evidence, and the innocence of the accused 
was fully proved.” In this case, it must be 
remembered that the girl who so glibly de- 
tailed the whole circumstance of the con- 
nection, was in hospital for a fortnight, away 
from the tutoring of her parent, between the 
date of the arrest and the day of trial. She 
was taken from the hospital to the Court. 
The master of the servant, to his credit be 





having given her a bit of sugar some months 
before, when they lived in his neighbour- 
hood. This she acknowledged, and then 
arose the accusation. The mother and child 
rushed to the police-office ; the accused was 
immediately arrested, carried before the ma- 
gistrate, and upon the evidence of the child 
and police doctor, committed for trial and 
sent to prison. In her information, sworn 
upon the 30th July, the child stated that 
the prisoner, who lives at a distant part of 
the city, took her into the open hall of an 
adjoining house ; and she then entered into 


it told, believing fully in his innocence, had} a most minute detail of the whole circum- 
him defended at the trial, but, although ac- } stances of the transaction, too disgusting to 
quitted, he could not take him back into his} be quoted here. She also swore to having 
service, owing to the prejudice which ex-}had intercourse with the prisoner several 
isted against his character. times during the previous eighteen months. 

I have not heard of any other case, until; The hall where the crime was alleged to be 
about the beginning of July, when it would} committed is one of the most public places 
appear that, with the close weather which? which could be found. My object in enter- 
was felt in Dublin at that time, several cases } ing into these minutie is to show that, even 
occurred in the dirty lanes and close un-$ irrespective of medical testimony, the po- 
healthy localities of our ill-sewered city. In; lice magistrate should have been more cau- 
point of time, the first of these cases was‘ tious than he was. The medical officer of 


Q 





that of Margaret Walsh, a child, aged nine 
and a half years, in whom the disease pre- 





the police examined both parties ; found the 
man free from disease of any description, 


sented in a very virulent form when it was } but stated his belief to the mother and the 


discovered by her step-mother, who, how- 
ever, acknowledged that she had remarked 
her walking lame for several weeks before. 
There was considerable swelling and inflam- 
mation of the parts, and a most profuse 
purulent discharge. Upon the discovery of 
the disease by the step-mother, she at once 
accused the child of impropriety, and de- 
manded the name of the person who had 
diseased her. Upon the child’s denying 
all knowledge of such, she was forthwith 
“soundly flogged,’’ and repetitions of the 
punishment promised until she confessed. 
It came out at the investigation, that the 
mother took down the cross from the man- 
tle-piece, and threatened her therewith—a 
very impressive mode of adjuration among 
the lower order of Irish. The neighbour- 
ing women interfered, and by threats and 
promises endeavoured to extort an acknow- 
ledgment, but without effect. Names of 
different persons were then suggested, but 
still the child said she could not remember 
any of them having offended her. Finally, 
an elder sister, who was present during one 
of these scenes of torture, reminded the 








magistrate, that the child had got a disease 
the result of infection. Nevertheless, al- 
though the man was so far clear, he was 
sent for trial. All the foregoing circum- 
stances came out at the trial, where accu- 
rate notes were taken of the evidence. After 
the police examination, the mother took the 
child to the neighbouring dispensary, where 
Dr. Speedy, upon seeing the case and re- 
cognizing its true character, immediately 
said: ‘“* Now, I suppose, you are going to 
accuse some person of having injured your 
child’’—an impeachment to which she 
pleaded guilty. He most generously in- 
vestigated all the circumstances of the case, 
and came forward at the trial before the 
Chief Justices; but he was not examined 
for two reasons. The case for the Crown 
broke down in several respects, and the 
Medical Officer of the police said that he 
could not then, after the medical evidence 
which had been given upon a former trial 
that day, undertake to swear that the child 
was not infected with the infantile leucorrhea 
which was common among children of the 
lower orders. The prisoner’s counsel, how- 
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ever, ina very adroit address to evidence, } cond day the mother suggested to her (as 
put it to the jury, that the child had gonor-} the child acknowledged upon her cross- 
rhoea which she had received from some} examination) the name of Patrick Kane, a 
other person, as the prisoner was not in any } coachman, residing with his wife and family 
way diseased; and, after a few words from } in the same lane, and who, being very fond 
Chief-Justice Monahan, the jury at once! of children, was in the habit of allowing 
acquitted the prisoner, who was discharged, } this little girl, along with his own children, 
with, however, that suspicion against his’ and other boys and girls, to get upon his 
character which, among persons of his own master’s car or carriage while driving round 
class, is not easily eradicated—the pen to the stables. Here was the third case 
which he won by long service in his coun- ; made out. 
try’s cause rather tarnished by the time he: The fourth was that of a little girl aged 
spent in Newgate, and his next quarter’s 7, named Delmere, who resided inthe same 
pension somewhat lightened by the three or ‘ lane (which, owing to the neglect of the po- 
four pounds which he had to pay for his de-! lice and the corporation authorities, is a 
fence—while the unhappy child was stigma-’ very unhealthy locality), and in the same 
tized as a young prostitute who had ac- house with the prisoner. She, becoming 
quired gonorrhea when little more than severely affected with vaginal discharge, 
nine years of age! Notwithstanding al]; told her mother that she was sore; who, 
the discrepancies in the foregoing recital of} upon examination, very properly said, as 
Barber’s case, he might still have stood a{ she swore in her informations, ‘‘ You are 
good chance of transportation, but that a{ scalded,’’ but asked no questions, and paid 
strong impression had been made upon the} no farther attention to the matter. Next 
court and the jury by another trial which “day, the elder child Cosgrave, who had by 
came on almost immediately before, al- {this time made up her mind to the accuea- 
though the date of the offence was subse- } tion, with all its details and circumstances, 
quent to that now mentioned. meeting her little neighbour in play, and 

A Mrs. Cosgrave, an intelligent and re- } knowing that she also was sore, told her all 
spectable woman in herrank in life, though, } that had happened to her, and what she had 
as it appeared in court, not of the most cleanly } told her mother about Mr. Kane. Immedi- 
habits as regards the care of her children, ately afterwards, the mother of the elder 
was informed by one of her daughters, upon} child sent for the mother of the younger, 
the morning of the 20th July, that her sis-} and told her that ‘*Kane had committed 
ter, a little girl, aged about 93 years, ‘‘ was} violence upon both the children,’”’ During 
very sore,’’ etc. Upon examination, the; the night, the exasperated and infatuated 
mother found her linen greatly soiled (it} mothers went to the police, and had the man 
was subsequently sworn at the trial that the } taken out of his bed; the accusation being 
child had not had a clean chemise for eleven } for a felony, and not requiring either war- 
days, nor been washed for many months), ; rant or summons. 
the genitals were red, swollen, and dis-; At the police-office next morning, Sa- 
charging purulent matter, and all the ex-{turday, July 23, each child swore to pre- 
ternal parts, thighs, and anus excoriated, } cisely the selfsame story, that the prisoner, 
and covered with an eczematous eruption. {at 1 o’clock on the Friday week before 
She awoke the child, asked her the cause} (which she said she had reason for remem- 
of her disease, and questioned her as to how} bering), had taken her up to a hayloft by a 
it had occurred, or who had been meddling} certain ladder, committed the act, made use 
with her. The child answered almost in? of certain expressions, and then brought her 
the very words given by Cooper: “‘ No one, down again. With respect to the commis- 
mother; nobody has, J declare to you.’’} sion of the crime, the examining magistrate 
Threats of the most severe punishment; led each child into the most minute details 
were then resorted to, as the mother swore} by asking the following—‘‘ Did the pri- 
in her informations, and as she afterwards; soner lay youdown?’’ ‘‘ Did he take down 
detailed at the Commission, such as ‘‘cut- {his breeches?”’ ‘‘Did he take up your 
ting her, and bringing her to the doctor,’’ petticoats ?”” “‘ Did he lie down upon you ?”’ 
and that ‘‘the doctor would cut her tongue } ‘‘ Did he put his private parts into yours ?”’ 
out of her head if she did not tell what hadTo each question of which the child an- 
occurred to her.’’? At the end of the se- «swered “ Yes, sir!’’ she being then upon 
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her oath.* But, she herself gave no history { myself and others many years, and bore a 
whatsoever of the transaction farther than} most unblemished character. He and his 
| 
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her answers to the magistrate, and never } wife and family lived in the lane running at 
said, “‘ No!’? to any question put to her.‘ the rear of the street in which I reside; 
In fact, I believe she would have said’ and, being remarkably fond of children, he 
‘‘ Yes” to the most preposterous question } was in the habit, as I already mentioned, of 
put to her by the magistrate. This may ‘allowing those residing in the lane to get 
possibly be the usual form of examination, {upon the car or carriage ‘‘for a drive,?’ 
but it is one which, I think, in the case of ; when passing in or out to the stables, which 
young children, and especially when labour- {he usually does at stated hours, and also of 
ing under fear of punishment, and where ; permitting them to go into the yard, and to 











there may be a doubt of their veracity, is ; 
very objectionable, being, I think, liable to; 
the imputation of a ‘‘suggestion.’’ In proof 
of this, it is remarkable that the exact ex- 
pressions employed by the magistrate, with ; 
respect to the mode of committal of the act 
were those used by the child at the subse- 
quent examination before the Commission. 
when, although more than three weeks had 
elapsed, she was able to detail the circum- 
stances minutely. Farthermore, the term 
“private parts,’’ used by grown persons, 
and employed by the magistrate and the 
law officers of the Crown, is certainly not 
the expression likely to flow spontaneously, 
or without tuition, from the lips of young 
children in the rank of life of the prosecu- 
trices.t 

Before I proceed farther into the details 
of these two cases, it is right to inform the 
reader that the accused person was my 
coachman, and hence the reason why I have 
thus anxiously investigated the whole mat- 
ter, not merely for the purpose of defending | 
him, but of showing that the crimes were 
never committed ; and thus wiping out the 
foul national stain of having it alleged that ; 
four children were violated in our city with- 
in the space of two or three months. A 
man may bear a previously good moral cha- 
racter, yet, we know, be guilty of the most 
heinous offence; I have, therefore, only to 
say for this person, that he had lived with 








| 
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* Persons who may be acquainted with the igno- 
rance or simplicity of young children will be rather 
surprised at hearing them, when handed the book ( 
in a court of justice, and asked if they know the na- 
ture of an oath, without a minute’s hesitation reply, 
“If I told a lie I’d go to hell” ‘ 

t Ina case of felonious assault tried lately at the } 
assizes, before Judge Ball, at Maryborough, the ‘ 
child, on her cross-examination by Mr. Curran, ac- ‘ 
knowledged that she had been told by a policeman’s { 
wife, in the barrack where she lately had resided, ; 
how to describe the act which she said had been 
committed upon her. It was a case somewhat simi- ¢ 
lar to those which recently occurred in Dublin ; the ; 
child having had a discharge, and the prisoner being } 
unaffected. The case broke down completely, and { 
the man was acquitted. 


é 


¢ 
? 





occasionally get on the hayloft (to look 


at some kittens, as the child acknowledged 
on her cross-examination). I allude to these 


circumstances here, because, as in the 
former case, they afforded materials for the 
Crown to get up corroborative evidence.— 
Med. Times and Gaz. Sept. 10, 1853. 

[To be continued.]} 


SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 


Four Strongholds of Quackery in the 
Fourth Estate. [The Press ]—One of the 
most discouraging features of the times in 
connection with quackery is the facility with 
which portions of the press can be seduced 
to circulate the manifestoes of charlatans; 
and another cause of sorrow is the apathy 
with which our profession regards the dis- 
semination of pseudo-medical periodicals, 
and tolerate those quasi- professional men 
who basely purchase the praises of these 
prints, by clandestine and ignoble compacts. 

There are in the fourth estate four strong- 
holds of quackery, to which at present we 
particularly wish to direct attention, viz:— 


I. Newspapers, especially those pub- 
lished in the provinces and in the 
colonies ; 

II. Reticiovs (?) PERtoDIcaLs; 
III. Psevpo-Mepicat Papers; and, 
1V. Mepicat JovrNaLs. 


A standing order from half adozen quacks 
for ‘the insertion of their long advertise- 
ments, and an agency for their medicines, 
are with nine of every ten provincial and 
colonial newspapers necessary elements of 
existence. A paper with a limited local 
circulation, and a small number of legiti- 
mate advertisements, requires assistance 
from the advertising quacks ; and the money 
which a provincial or a colonial newspaper 
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receives from them is its chief sustaining 
pabulum, when the richer bribes of con- 
tested elections and local feuds cannot be 
grasped. Piles of provincial and colonial 
newspapers are now before us, the majority 
of which are actually choked with the 
knavish and often indecent advertisements 
of notorious medical swindlers. Many of 
these papers have been sent to us accident 
ally, in consequence of their containing 
obituary notices and miscellaneous articles 
of medical intelligence ; and in few of them 
can we trace any symptoms of open war 
with the regular profession. We have found 
also, upon careful and extensive inquiry, 
that these papers, containing the fraudulent 
declarations of pill-cheats, and the beastly 
blackguardism of venerealists, circulate 
freely both at home and abroad, in the fa- 
mily circles of the high and the low, of the 
rich and the poor. To speak the truth 
plainly, the literature of the brothel is in- 
troduced regularly and systematically into 
the parlour and the boudoir; and thus with 
the maiden and the matron, with the vir- 
tuous and the vicious, obscene expressions 
suggestive of impure thoughts are made 


“ Familiar in their mouths as household words.” 


Surely, the piety and the gallantry of 
England might be induced to join with 
legitimate medicine in a determined league 
to dislodge the venerealists, with their body 
and soul-destroying lures, from family 
newspapers; and if these journals cannot be 
induced by moral suasion to ,reject these 
abominations, let them be starved into sub- 
mission by all honest men refusing them 
admission into their homes. Let a brand 
of infamy be placed upon their readers and 
subscribers. 

Some, we know, affect to believe that 
the familiar exhibition of vice is a preserver 
of virtue; just as others of kindred bias 
assert, that witnessing the nudities of the 
ballet invests the male and female aristo- 
cracy of England with a chastity of heart, 
speech, and behaviour, which can only find 
a parallel in ancient Lacedemon, where 
similar displays were sanctioned. 

“Old Sparta, sternly virtuous, made 
The pure and spotless maiden 


To join the wrestler’s ring, by naught 
But nature’s vesture laden. 


* No crimson hues along her cheek 
Arose to mar her beauty; 
Why feel dishonest shame, if true 
To honour and to duty? 
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* Nor word, nor look, betrays the fire 
Which in the bosom gathers 
Of Lacedzemon’s youths, who sit 
Beside their warlike fathers.”* 


Poets may so write; but medical prac- 
titioners know human nature too well to 
believe that the passions of youth are so 
controllable. They have penetrated deeply 
into the recesses of many a broken heart, 
and learned from many a victim of prema- 
ture senility, that the first introduction to 
vice, and to those who pander to it, has 
been through the pages of the family news- 
paper. Purity of thought is in both sexes 
the outpost of chastity ; and if we wish our 
wives and our daughters to take rank with 
the Portias and Cornelias of society, how 
{can we allow them—nay, compel them al- 
}most—to read the advertisements about 
jes manly vigour’ and ‘‘sexual debility,’’ 
} with which the newspapers are teeming ? 
; We ask earnestly, and in the hope of re- 
}ceiving an answer in virtuous and united 
;action, Why do husbands and fathers pur- 
chase these poisonous and indelicate writ- 
; ings, and allow them to taint the purity of 

the domestic sanctuary ? 

It is not upon mere professional grounds 
that the quacks ought to be driyen from 
their great stronghold, the provincial and 
colonial newspapers. Public morality de- 
mands this; and public opinion might, we 
are confident, be easily made to accomplish 
it. If there is no man in parliament who 
will ceaselessly agitate this question till 
redress be obtained, we must get some one 
to enter parliament with this special mis- 
sion—and such a patriot statesman is much 
‘wanted at the present time—a man who 
} understands in all their gigantic and catholic 
bearings the medico-political and sanitary 
questions of the day. 

The religtous periodicals constitute an- 
other stronghold of quackery. What is 
popularly designated the ‘‘ religious” press, 
is pre-eminent as the accomplice of the 
medical quack. All sects seem equally to 
participate in this iniquity. We can trace 
no difference in this respect between Pro- 
testants and Papists, Churchmen and Dis- 
senters, With a very few honourable ex- 
: ceptions, the publishers of religious periodi- 
cals seem to be so blinded to all decency 
by their thirst for profit, that the piety and 
morality of the interior of their publications 
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* Savioli, as rendered in the U. 8. Lit. Gaz.—Vide 
Longfellow, p. 601. 
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forms a violent contrast to the impiety, }is not only, however, by the advertising 
fraud, and filth displayed upon their wrap-} columns and notices to imaginary corre- 
pers. Probably the explanation of the de- ; spondents, that the friendly understanding 
graded condition of the religious press lies among the various denominations of medi- 
in the fact, that the works complained of are} cal sharpers is illustrated. The Homeopa- 
mere trade speculations of mean capitalists, } thic Times, for example, espouses multi- 
who look upon religious readers, and quack ; farious and theoretically opposite forms of 
advertisers, equally and only in the light of} quackery. In Cofin’s Botanical Journal 
parties to be conciliated for the sake of for the 4th of June, ina leading article upon 
their cash. the “‘ Doctors’? New Reform Bill,’’ we read 
In the Edinburgh Christian Magazine? the following paragraph. The capitals and 
for April last, there is an article entitled | italics we may premise are those of the 
‘* Medical Quacks, with special reference } original. 
to the Working Classes.’ In this paper,! ‘* When we see any danger of this Bill 
irregular practitioners are forcibly and un-? passing, our friends may rest assured we 
sparingly denounced ; as will appear evident } shall soon inform them of it, in order that 
to the reader of the following extract:— ; petitions against it may be sent frony every 
‘To patronize quackery seems nothing § city, town, and village in Great Britain. 
less than to deny the wisdom of God’s ar- } This will be the time for action and Union 
rangements in the world, and to act on}among Homeopathists, Hydropathists, 
principles which are true only on the sup-} Mesmerists, Medical Botanists, etc., to 
position that there is no order, no law, no fight and conquer their common foe, allo- 
government; but that all is confusion and} pathy ; the supporters of which system have, 
chance, amidst which a fool may succeed, } according to one of their own body, Dr. 
or pick up truth as well as a wise man.”’ { Frank, ‘ slaughtered thousands in their quiet 
After perusing with pleasure these and sick rooms.’ ’” 
kindred sentiments, we proceeded to ex-} The pseudo-medical press is a stronghold 
amine the wrapper of the magazine, when,; from which it is not to be supposed that 
| behold; ‘there met our eyes in flaming’ quackery can ever be dislodged; but the 
capitals { profession can materially weaken it, by dis- 
$ owning those false brethren who clandes- 
} tinely accept the meretricious blandish- 
heading the details of one of the soi-disant’? ments of its commanders. On a future 
Prof. Holloway’s ‘‘ extraordinary cures.”’ { occasion we may examine with some mi- 
Alas! alas! itis indeed more easy to preach } nuteness the bastard medical journals, with 
than to perform the obligations of religion} the view of unmasking or testing the reality 
and morality. To the speculators of thes of certain disgraceful alliances which are 
Edinburgh Christian Magtzine we would; commonly believed to exist between them 
say, “Deeds, and not words!’’ a persons who wish to pass current as 
your hands, gentlemen, from the unhal-* respectable authors and practitioners. In 
lowed gains of quackery, and remember} the mean time it is important for the pro- 
that you yourselves have truly written, that fession and the public to be frequently and 
to patronize quackery is to deny the wis: distinctly told, that there are some six or 
dom of God. eight journals published in London, under 
Pseudo-medical papers, as many’ of our} the medical ensign, which make a piratical 
readers may know, are maintained in Lon- ; display of our colours, only that they may 
don by homeopathists, hygeists, chrono-§ the more stealthily pounce upon and plun- 
thermalists, Mesmerists, hydropathists, and der their victims.—Assoc. Med. Journ. June 











‘* HEALTH FOR A SHILLING !’’ 


Coffinites. Each of these sects has its own? 17, 1853. 

organ; and several individual quacks sup- 

port and disseminate journals for their own} 

trade. Speaking generally, there isa close } MEDICAL NEWS. 


alliance among all the quack journals; and DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
most of the open charlatans, as well as 


quasi-medical authors, use all of these} Review of the Weather in Philadelphia in 
papers avowedly or under the rose for; August, 1853.—August, like the two pre- 
keeping their names before the public. It;ceding summer months, was unusually 
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warm. Of the first eighteen days, the ; 1822, the average summer heat was 77°; 
morning temperature ranged between 71 } and in the summers of 1828 and 1838, the 
and 78°; and the mid-day heat was but* average rose to 774°, according to the re- 
three times below 80°. On six days, also, {cord of Pierce. We find, also, that the 
within the same period, the mercury ranged ; warmest day of the past summer was the 
from 90 to 94° at2 P.M. At sunrise, on {22d of the sixth month (June), when the 
the morning of the 19th, the temperature | mercury was 97° at 2 o’clock P.M., and 
had fallen to 63°, and at the same hour on ;the average heat of the whole day rose to 
the 20th, to 59°; when the weather again 873°. Also, that the mid-day heat rose to 
became warm, the mid-day heat ranging { 90° and above, on ten days in the first 
from 72 to 86° to the end of the month. {summer month, on four days in the second, 
The mean average temperature of the } and on six days in the third summer month 
eighth month, for Philadelphia, is 73°, while ; —~giving twenty days on which the mercury 
the average of the same month this year {rose to 90° or above, during the past sum- 
was 76.76°, ot nearly 4° above the common { mer—a number equalled or surpassed but 
average; a mean temperature but twice } twice on our extended record, viz., in 1825, 
exceeded, according to our record, in the} when the number was 29; and in 1828, 
last 64 years, viz., in 1798, and in 1838, {when it was 22; and, farther, that during 
when the mean rose a fraction higher, or | the past summer more or less rain fell in 
to 77°. thirty-two days—sixteen days were cloudy, 
Rains, which abounded the previous} and forty-four are put down as clear—and 
month, continued frequent up to the 18th, } that the whole fall of rain for the summer 
since which two showers only have oc- } was 10} inches. That during the summer 
curred. On eleven days more or less rain | the wind was 
fell (five times accompanied with thunder),} Easterly the whole or a part of 29 days. 





amounting in all to 3.08 inches, as mea-} Westerly “8 a 72 
sured at the Pennsylvania Hospital. Northerly -" a 
The heavy shower on the evening of the} Southerly a am 55 * 


8th, like nearly all our thundershowers,; Thg health of the city, compared with 
arose in the north, or north-west, beginning { other seasons, continues good. The whole 
in Albany at 6, and ending a little after 7} number of deaths for the four weeks falling 
P. M.; where the lower streets were ren- } within the past month, was 1,027; for the 
dered impassable by the flood, and the} same period last year, 913; and for 1851, 
writer, with many others, waited (like the 839 ; showing an increase scarcely ina ratio 
countryman in the fable) for the river oe the increase of population. So, too, 





flow by. Descending the Hudson next Mortality of the whole summer 1851, 2,765 
morning, it was found the thundershower 1852, 2,492 
had extended to the city of New York, and as as 1853, 2,831 
had occurred there an hour later; and on ; Showing an increase of less than three per 

arriving at Philadelphia, we found it re- }centum for the last three years. 
corded, as in the table below, from 8? to} Still, there have doubtless been a few 
10 P. M.; thus travelling south about 160 fatal cases of an imported malignant fever 
miles in a ‘little less than three hours, or at} occurring near the river, in one of the dis- 
twice the usual speed of our railroad trains. { tricts, and the opinion is common that in- 
The standing crops are promising, if we } creased watchfulness and efficiency on the 
except potatoes, which are suffering from = of the health officers to prevent the 
$ 





the usual epidemic disease in several locali- ; spread of infection, is called for. 
ties. The heat of the last summer, we have 
On looking over our records, we find {seen, equalled that of 1793 and 1798, when 
that the mean temperature of the three $a foreign disease prevailed in this city ; and 
simmer months was 76.77-100°, which is ‘it is impossible to read the simple statement 
about 4° above the mean summer heat of} of Pierce, in his review of the weather for 
this city, as deduced from observations for} August of the latter year (pp. 149-150), 
the last sixty-four years. This temperature } without being struck with the similarity of 
has been exceeded but five times within that {many circumstances occurring then and 
period, and then by less than one degree ‘now. ‘‘ During this and the succeeding 
_ Thus, in the years 1793 and 1798, and in; month,”’ says Pierce, ‘‘ several cases of yel- 
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low fever again occurred near the wharves, 
in the eastern part of the city, which were 
traced to two vessels from the West Indies, 
that came from a sickly port, and had lost 
part of their crews by the yellow fever ; 
but through the vigilance of the Board of 
Health, the vessels were sent down to the 
quarantine, and the fever was stopped after 
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a few cases had occurred.’’ He adds: “‘ The 
same fever, which occurred in this city in 
+1793, was also imported by vessels from the 
West Indies, where said fever prevailed, 
but it had then spread to an alarming degree 
before it was ascertained that it was im- 


ported.” P.S. 





PaiLaveLpata, 9th Month 2d, 1853. 





























THERMOMETER. WIND—COURSE AND FORCE. 
Days REMARKS, 
of 
month. | Sunrise.} 2 P.M.| Mean. Sunrise. 2P.M. 
1 75 90 82} N. W.1 8.8. E.2 er x and a little rain at 2} 
P. M. 
2 7 87 80 N. W.3 8. W. 2 Fair. 
3 72 80 76 N.E.2 N.E.2 Cloudy, fair, cloudy, shower at 7 
P.M., rain till 9 P.M. 
4 75 80 Tt E. by 83 N. W.3 Cloudy, fair, cloudy. 
5 74 86 80 N.W.1 8. E.1 Fair, clear, rain at night. 
6 74 85 79% 8. W. 3 N.W.3 Cloudy, fair, clear. 
7 72 76 74 N. by W.1 N. W. 1} Cloudy, clear. 
8 71 86 784 8. E. 2 8.W.1 ae | tempest at 83 P. M. 
till 10. 
9 71 88 794 N.W.1 8. W.1 Clear. 
10 74 92 83 8. W.1 W. 2 Cloudless, clear. 
11 76 94 85 w.il 8. W. 2 Cloudless, clear. 
12 76 94 85 8. W.1 8. W. 2 Cloudless, clear. 
13 78 93 85} 8. W.1 8.8. W.3 Cloudless, clear. 
14 77 93 85 8. W.1} 8. W. 2 Cloudiless, shower, with lightning 
at 94 P.M. 
15 W7 88 824 N. by W.t N.E.4 Clear, cloudy, rain 6} P. M. 
16 72 74 73 N.3 E.N.E.3 | Thundershower at 5 P.M., occa- 
sional showers. - 
17 72 82 17 N.¢ N. by W.1 | Dense.fog, cloudy, rain 7 P.M. and 
evening, with thunder. 
18 72 78 75 S.W.2 8. W.3 Rainy most of the day. 
19 63 76 79% N.W.5 N. W.4 Clear. 
20 59 76 674 N. W.1 N.N.E.4 | Clear, fair. 
21 62 79 70% N. W.1 8.1 Cloudless, clear. 
22 65 84 74h w.s.W.1 8.W.3 Clear, cloudy. 
23 65 81 73 N.3 8. 2 Clear. 
24 69 84 76} 8.3 8. W.4 Overcast, clear. 
25 74 80 77 W.3 N.2 Overcast, cloudy, slight rain A. M. 
26 68 82 75 N. 23 N.E.2 Clear, fair, clear. 
27 72 86 79 8.2 8. by W.4 | Overcast, cloudy, thundershower 
evening. 
28 60 72 66 N. W. 2 N.W.3 Cloudless, cloudy, cloudless. 
29 60 75 674 N. W. 14 W.N.W.2 | Fair, cloudy, clear. 
30 62 80 71 calm 8.1 Clear. 
31 66 85 754 8. W.1 8.3 Clear, fair, thermometer 80° at 
sunset. 
70.12; 83.41}; 76.76 17 2.3 Monthly mean. 














Yellow Fever.—This disease still pre-? from the 20th of that month. Prior to that 


vails in New Orleans, though in a dimi- 


date we have been unable to obtain the 
number of interments in the Roman Catho- 








g 

nished degree. The total deaths in ro 

city from May 28 to September 16 t lie Cc y. We have assumed them, 

to 10,440, of which 7,922 were from yel- 3 however, to have been about one-fourth the 

low fever. whole number, and on this supposition, by 
Mobile has suffered comparatively even 3 adding one-third to the numbers reported 

more than New Orleans from yellow fever. ’ by the City Sexton, we may fairly presume 

We give below a synopsis of the mortality >that we have at least approximated to ac- 

from the Ist of August to the 16th inst.,;curacy. We have made this estimate the 

inclusive. The first cases of yellow fever?basis of the following table to the 19th 

ascertained to have originated in Mobile, : August (inclusive), after which the reports 

occurred about the 13th or 14th of August. ? are official. We shall then have:— 

Full returns, however, have only been made 
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Yellow Other To- }the Association, held at New York, in 


Fever. causes. tal. 


From Aug. 1to Aug.12,inclusive,8 44 

For the week ending Aug. 19, 39 32 
66 6 8626, 37 27 64 ¢ 
6s 66 Sept. 2, 156 44 é 
“ & 9, 194 47241 
6c “ “ 16, 177 35 

Total from Aug. 1 to Sept. 16, 611 229 840; 


4 


Galveston, Pensacola, Natchez, Vidalia, } 
Woodville, Port Gibson, Natchez, Vicks- 
burgh, Montgomery, é-c., have also suffered 
severely from the fever. The Natchez Cou- 
rier publishes the list of interments in that 
city for the past two months. The first death 
from yellow fever this season, was on July 
17. Since that date to the 18th September, 
there have been 256 deaths, of which about 
225 have been from that dreadful scourge. 
Up to August 11, the yellow fever deaths 
have been but five; since that period, a 
space of 37 days, 220, an average of nearly 
six a day. In three weeks from August 
24, to September 13, the deaths were 179— 
an average of about 9aday. The popula- 
tion of Natchez cannot have exceeded, dur- 
ing the prevalence of the epidemic, 2000; 
many do not estimate it at that number. 
Thus during the ill-fated three weeks, over 
nine per cent. of the population were taken 
to the silent tomb. During the fortnight 
from August 27 to September 19, the mor- 
tality was 144—or an average of 204 a day. ; 
This mortality far exceeds that of New Or- } 
leans, vast as that was. 

The following statement of the number of 
deaths in the city of Natchez since the com. 
mencement of the present epidemic, is given 
by the Natchez Courier : — 


; 
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For the week ending July 19, 2 
sé “ec sé “ec 26, 5 
7 ‘ iT Aug 2, 5 

‘“ ‘sc sc “ 9, 6 ; 

se sc sé“ se 16, 12 

‘“ sc 6s “ 93, 22 

H 

sc 6c sc “cc 30, 56 ; 
“ & Sept.6, 66 
6c sc 7 “ 13, 57 
6c “ce “6 se 20, 33 
Total, 263 


In Philadelphia some cases have occurred, 
all traceable to a very small district. The 
frosts of the last few nights will doubtless 
put an entire stop to it here. 


American Medical Association. Com- 





mittee on Prize Essays.—At a meeting of } 


é 
68 ‘ May, 1853, the undersigned were appointed 
71 sa committee to receive voluntary communi- 


cations on medical subjects, and to award 
two prizes of $100 each, to the authors of 


212 } the two best essays. 


Each communication must be accom- 
panied by a sealed packet, containing the 
name of the author, which will be opened 
only in the case of the successful competi- 
tors. Unsuccessful communications will be 
returned on application after June 1, 1854. 

Communications must be addressed, post- 
paid, to the chairman of the committee, Dr. 
Charles A. Pope, 123 Locust street, St. 
Louis, Mo., on or before the 30th of March, 
1854. 

Charles A. Pope, M. D., Thomas Rey- 
burn, M. DO., John S. Moore, M. D., John 
B. Johnson, M. D., A. Litton, M.D., Com- 
mittee. 

CHARLES A. POPE, M.D., 
Chairman. 

Response by Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
M. D., to the following Toast, proposed at 
the Entertainment given to the American 
Medical Association, by the Physicians of 
the city of New York, at Metropolitan Hall, 
on the 5th of May, 1853 :— 

Toast.— The Union of Science and Literature— 
A happy marriage, the fruits of which are nowhere 
seen to better advantage than in our American 
Holmes.” 

I hold a letter in my hand— 

A flattering letter—more’s the pity— 
By some contriving junto planned, 

And signed per order of Committee ; 

It touches every tenderest spot— 

My patriotit predilections— 

My well known something—don’t ask 
what— 

My poor old songs—my kind affections : 


They make a feast on Thursday next, 
And hope to make the feasters merry— 
They own they’re something more perplext 
For poets than for port or sherry— 
They want the men of—(word torn out) ; 
Our friends will come with anxious faces, 
(To see our blankets off, no doubt, 
And trot us out and show our paces.) 


They hint that papers by the score 
Are rather musty kind of rations ; 

They don’t exactly mean a bore, 
But only trying to the patience ; 
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That such as—you know who I mean— 
Distinguished for their—what d’ye call 
"em t— 
Should bring the dews of Hippocrene 
To sprinkle on the faces solemn. 


—The same old story; that’s the chaff 
To catch the birds that sing the ditties; 
Upon my soul, it makes me laugh 
To read these letters from Committees! 
They’re all so loving and so fair— 
All for your sake such kind compunction, 
*T would save your carriage half its wear 
To grease the wheels with such an unc- 
tion! 


Why, who am I, to lift me here 
And beg such learned folk to listen— 
To ask a smile, or coax a tear 
Beneath these stoic lids to glisten? 
—As well might some arterial thread 
Ask the whole frame to feel it gushing, 
While throbbing fierce from heel to head 
The vast aortic tide was rushing. 


As well some hair-like nerve might strain 
To set its special streamlet going, 
While through the myriad-channeled brain 
The burning flood of thought was flow- 
ing— 
Or trembling fibre strive to keep 
The springing haunches gathered shorter, 
While the scourged racer, leap on leap, 
Was stretching through the last hot quar- 
ter! 


Ah me! you take the bud that came 

Self sown in your poor garden’s borders, 
And hand it to the stately dame 

That florists breed for, all she orders ; 

She thanks you—it was kindly meant— 
(A pale affair not worth the keeping—) 
Good-morning ; and your bud is sent 

To join the tea leaves used for sweeping. 


Not always so, kind hearts and trae— 
For such I know are round me beating— 
Is not the bud I offer you— 
Fresh gathered for the hour of meeting— 
Pale though its outer leaves may be, 
Rose-red in all the inner petals, 
Where the warm life we cannot see— 
The life of love that gave it, settles? 


We méet from regions far away 
Like rills from distant mountains stream- 


ing ; 
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} The sun is on Francisco’s bay, 
O’er Chesapeake the lighthouse gleaming; 
While summer skirts the still bayou 
With every leaf that makes it brighter, 
Monadnock sees the sky grow blue 
And clasps his crystal bracelet tighter. 
¢ 
: Yet Nature bears the selfsame heart 
Beneath her russet-mantled bosom, 
As where, with burning lips apart, 
She breathes, and white magnolias blos- 
; som : 
; Ay! many a cheek is kindled here 
? With morning’s fire as richly laden 
; As ever Sultan of Cashmere 
Kissed from a sun-enameled maiden! 


I give you Home! its crossing lines 

> United in one golden suture, 

’ And showing every day that shines 

The present growing to the future— 

A flag that bears a hundred stars, 

In one bright ring, with love for centre, 

’ Fenced round with white and crimson bars, 
No prowling treason dares to enter! 


§ 
é 
g 
5 
$ 
> 
5 
} 


O brothers, home may be a word 
To make affection’s living treasure— 
The wave an angel might have stirred— 
A stagnant pool of selfish pleasure ; 
’ Home! Jt is where the day star springs 
And where the evening sun reposes, 
’ Where’er the eagle spreads his wings 
} From northern pines to southern roses ! 
New York Medical Times. 
Medical Department of PennsylvaniaCol- 
lege.—Prof. Henry S. Patrerson, in con- 
sequence of enfeebled health, has resigned 
his Professorship of Materia Medica and 
; Therapeutics, and been appointed Emeritus 
Professor. Dr. Joun B. Bippie has been 
elected to the vacant chair, and will, we 
:are sure, fill it with entire satisfaction to 


‘his class. 
> 





3 Profs. Chapman and Horner.—At the 
} semiannual meeting of the Faculty of Jef- 
? ferson Medical College, held on the second 
‘ day of July, 1853, the announcement of the 
decease of Professors Horner and Caap- 
’mAN having been made, it was resolved 
‘ unanimously, that the Facttity, in common 
: with their medical brethren, deeply deplore 
the loss to science of two individuals, the 
better part of whose valuable lives had been 
} spent in the successful teaching of a profes- 
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sion of which they were distinguished orna- } of the advantages of these nasal injections, he 
ments, and to the advancement of which } remarks that they require no effort of the 
they had both so largely contributed. will; and he alludes to their applicability to 
Resolved, That a copy of this resolution | those infants who, brought to the hospital 
be sent to the families of the deceased, and } weak and apparently dying, lie in their cra- 
be published in the medical journals. $dles, occasionally uttering slight cries, but 
Extracted from the minutes. i generally silent, refusing upon any induce- 
R. M. HUSTON, M.D., isons to take notice of their nurse. Of such, 
Dean of the Faculty. ‘it appears, a great number are annually re- 
} ceived. Post-mortem examination has failed 
} 
Q 





to detect in them any important lesion. 
The infant being placed upon the lap of 
‘the nurse, the surgeon introduces the tube 
j of a syringe, previously warmed, supported 
Nasal Injections considered as a Means } by the thumb of the left hand, about a line 
of nourishing New-born Infants. By M. sa the nasal aperture. If introduced far- 
Henrtette, Physician at the Hospital for} ther, it excites a fit of sneezing, and might 
Foundlings at Bengal.—The author adverts ; wound the mucous membrane in the event, 
to the want of success which, in his hospi- ; which occasionally though rarely happens, 
tal, has attended every effort hitherto made § of the child being unruly. The liquid must 
to nourish foundlings, who, upon their re- } be propelled very slowly; it passes into the 
ception, refused to take the breast. Acci { posterior part of the pharynx, and runs, drop 
dent induced him to inject food by the nose. } by drop, down the cesophagus into the sto- 
An infant was attacked by ozena. tbo The presence of food in the ali- 
3 
H 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 








with the greatest difficulty, being obliged to } mentary canal effects those changes in the 
let go the nipple every moment, in order that { condition of the child which, in many cases, 
it might breathe. Milk was injected through | induce it in the course of a few days to take 
the nares, and, to the surprise of the author, to the breast in the natural manner.—Revve 
it passed upon each occasion into the sto- ; Méd.-Chir. de Paris, 1853. 

mach. In May, 1851, an infant was brought; M. Henriette has since published an ap- 
to the hospice in a state of extreme weakness; } pendix to the foregoing, in which he recom- 
it was scarce seven months old, and its ap- { mends the administration of medicines in 
pearance indicated precocious birth. It took } infants, and occasionally in adults, by the 
no food ; whatever was put into the mouth ; same passages.—Med. Times and Gaz. Aug. 
was spit out as it was given. Under these { 20, 1853. 

circumstances, its life was despaired of; for - 

it is a known fact that in hospitals for young} Note upon the good Effects of Milk in 
infants death is the rule for those who will ; Cases of Poisoning by Nux Vomica. By 
not take the breast. Dr. Henriette com-}M. Gorre.—A domestic, while drunk, 
menced injecting daily through the nose {swallowed fifteen pills of extract of nux 
milk taken from the mammary gland of the } vomica. Half an hour afterwards, M. Gorré 
nurse destined for the child. The operation } found him suffering frightful tortures, the 
was repeated frequently, and in the course } face expressing suffering, and the eyes wild; 
of a few weeks the patient became well- ‘he was unable to utter any articulate sound, 
nourished and thriving. At the date of Feb- { but the rigidity of the jaw and of the limbs 
ruary 1, 1852, eleven infants, who had re- } indicated the nature of the poison. M. Gorré 
fused to suckle, had been thus supplied with } introduced, with difficulty, a finger between 
food. Of these, seven were rescued from } the teeth, and excited vomiting, by which 
death; and in the remaining four, who ulti- { some fragments of pills were thrown up. 
mately died, life was prolonged from periods { Then, finding a quantity of milk at hand, he 
varying between five and twenty-four days. } made him drink large quantities at short in- 
The author remarks, that this proceeding is } tervals. The stomach, distended beyond 
adapted to infants prematurely born, whose } measure, relieved itself from time to time 
weakness depends upon imperfect organiza- } by regurgitation of the enormous quantitieS 
tion, and not to those suffering from internal jof liquid which'it was made to receive ; and 
disease; and he relates the differences of } M. Gorré, finding the serious symptoms dis- 
‘appearance between the two. In soning eatin insisted upon a continuance of the 
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same treatment, under which the patient‘ healthy, have done so. The Medical Boards 
recovered.—Med. Times and Gaz. Aug. 20.; sit en permanence, and several physicians 
_ ‘ ; have already fallen victims to the disease. 

Upon a wn Form of Ulceration of | The King of Sweden has suspended the 
the Gums. By M. Baucner.—Persons are ; ; Swedish Consul at Lubeck for supposed 
seen, both in hospitals and in private prac- { laxity in not announcing cases of cholera 
tice, who suffer for weeks, and even for: that had broken out there. In spite of all 
months, in certain puints of the gums. If quarantine precautions, this epidemic has 
the buccal cavity be explored, it will be re- { introduced itself into Sweden, and is raging 
marked that at the level of the neck of one or } there, though not to so fearful an extent as 
more teeth there is a spot of ulceration which in Denmark. The king himself visits the 
produces separation of the gum. It is a sort ; cholera hospitals, and nothing is left undone 
of diphtherite, terminating in ulceration; { to mitigate the evil. At Spendborg, on the 
the ulcer heals readily under the application ; 20th, there were 21 deaths out of 55 cases. 
of astringents or mild caustics.—Jbid. from! The cholera appears to be increasing at 
L’ Union Médicale. { Stockholm, as the official return on the 19th 
ax { stated 21 cases and 13 deaths. The disease 

Cholera.—The official returns at Copen- is also prevalent at Ystad, Gothenburg, and 
hagen, to the 14th of August inclusive, an- Carlscrona. It is stated to have likewise 
nounce 6937 cases of cholera since the ap- ; made its appearance in Christiana. Ac- 
pearance of the epidemic, 3756 of which | counts from Copenhagen, up to the 26th 
have been fatal. In Stockholm, the Gazette ; inst., state that the cholera was again 
daily announces additional ports, the ves- {somewhat on the increase. The military 
sels arriving from which are to be subjected ; arrangements for inspection of the troops 
to quarantine on suspicion of cholera. ‘The’ were changed, the infantry not called out, 
last places on the list are Danzig and all; and the cavalry only to the extent of 120 
Prussian and Mecklenburg harbours, and} men to each squadron. The cholera was 
Archangel and all Russian ports on the; diminishing in St Petersburg, but was 
| White Sea. Reports from St. Petersburg : spreading, though in a mild form, oversall 
represent the disease raging there as pre-; the eastern provinces. Berlin.—August 
senting symptoms peculiar to cholera blend. < : 30. —The cholera has apfeared here in a 
ed with those characteristic of yellow fever. : very virulent form, though in a very few 
In consequence of the cholera, the opening ; cases; since the beginning of the month 
of the University in Copenhagen has been; up till now, 52 cases have occurred, of 
put off for a month; 600 families are living} which 37 were fatal. Now that the epi- 
under tents and in wooden booths hastily ? demic is here, the deliberations as to the 
knocked up. The troops in the camp at: building a cholera hospital have been 
Powonski, near Warsaw, are much troubled ; brought speedily to an end in the affirma- 
with ophthalmia, and the cholera has again; tive. Hamburg.—We have received in- 
begun to show itself in the capital of Russian ; formation from Hamburg, on which reli- 
* Poland. Though this has not yet been: ance may be placed, that Asiatic cholera, 
officially made known, the correctness of ' ’ which for several weeks has appeared there 
the information may be depended on.— Med. in single or isolated instances only, forming 
Times and Gaz. Aug. 27, 1853. < what i is technically called ‘* sporadic’? cases, 
Cholera.—This disease has now spread ; is now assuming an epidemic form. There 
over the Baltic Provinces; cases are upon ‘ appears to have been in all, from 160 to 180 
the increase at Stettin (170 had died previ- ; cases of the disease, about two-thirds of 
ous to August 23), and are numerous at‘ which have been fatal, a circumstance 
Dantzig, where the epidemic may become ; which proves the extreme virulence of its 
extremely dangerous, in the lower part of‘ character. The present seats of the malady 
the town, and in the environs, in oumne- | ane the places where the poor English 
quence of the humid atmosphere. In Den.- ; sailors, to the number of about 800, lodge 
mark, the heat, which has prevailed some ; and spend their time on shore. They are 
time, has caused great intensity to the‘ at present wholly uncared for. During the 
cholera, and the alarm among the inhabi- { epidemic of 1848, great numbers of lives 
tants of Copenhagen is such, that all who} among this class of men were lost for want 
could leave for the provinces, which are yet { of the most common precautions, and this 
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loss of life will be repeated unless timely 
measures are taken for their protection. 
Liverpool.—A death from Asiatic cholera 
has occurred in Liverpool. The deceased 
was a German emigrant, and had imported 
the disease from Hamburg, and the death 
occurred in a crowded lodging- house in one 
of the inferior parts of the town. The at- 
tention of the health committee has been 
drawn tothe case, and also to the dangerous 
overcrowding of these emigrants’ lodging- 
houses, which are numerous in Liverpool. 

Several cases of sickness among the ships 
in the harbours of Stockton and Hartlepool 
have been reported as English cholera. 
Some of them have been accompanied with 
aggravated appearances, and the faculty are 
divided in opinion as to the nature of the 
disease. Whatever be the disorder, several 
seamen on board different ships, have died 
after a few hours’ illness, and have been 
hastened to their graves.—Zond. Med. 
Times and Gaz. Sept. 10, 1853. 


England.—By very late accounts we 
learn that cholera prevails in the sea-ports 
and larger towns of England. Up to Mon- 
day, Sept. 12, 133 cases of cholera occurred 
at Newcastle, of which 53 have been fatal. 
The disease has also broken out at Hexham, 
Gateshead, North Shields, South Shields, 
Sunderland, Manchester and Liverpool. 


Compulsory Vaccination.—A bill has 
been introduced into Parliament by Lord 
Lyttleton, to render vaccination compul- 
sory, and which is so unjust to the profession 
in requiring from them services for which 
no adequate remuneration is offered, that we 
hardly think it possible that it can become 
alaw. The bill is justly denounced in the 
Association Medical Journal, April 15, 
1853, ‘‘as unsound in principle; because it 
seeks to enforce, by legal compulsion, that 
which it ought to offer as a boon—that, too, 
which, if kindly tendered, and accompanied 
with a truthful warrant of efficiency, would, 
we are inclined to think, be generally re- 
ceived asa great blessing. Should excep- 
tional cases, in which ignorance resists the 
boon, still be found, it may then be right to 
think of a compulsory enactment; but till 
an efficient system of voluntary vaccination 
be attractively placed within the reach of 
all, it would be monstrous to inflict upon the 
community compulsory submission to poor- 
law vaccination, a system which, from its 








167 


unpopularity and meanness, can exercise 
only a very limited protective power. We 
do not require an extension of the present 
worthless system, but the maintenance of a 
supply of good lymph, and the careful and 
repeated examination, by skilful, conscien- 
tious, and remunerated medical officers, of 
each case operated upon. Let public vacci- 
nation, under these conditions, be offered to 
the public; and when vaccination under 
these conditions has been rejected, it will 
be time enough to discuss the necessity of a 
compulsory bill. 

‘* The bill is unworkable in its machinery, 
because it attempts tyrannically to impose 
onerous gratuitous services upon the medical 
profession. The poverty of some and the 
thoughtlessness of others make many of our 
body accept poor-law appointments at non- 
remunerative rates ; and the mad scramble 
of an overstocked profession tempts too 
many of our young physicians and surgeons 
to go cap in hand to hospital governors, be- 
seeching to be nominated to perform an 
amount of gratuitous duty which, if not 
fabulously described in the printed reports 
of our hospitals, is so vast as to require for 
its even tolerable performance almost super- 
human physical powers, as well as the entire 
surrender of every other professional occu- 
pation. It isnot remarkable that Lord Lyt- 
tleton, cognizant of these facts as the chair- 
man of a rural board of poor-law guardians, 
and as a peer of Parliament, should think it 
kind to impose any amount of unpaid work 
upon ‘medical officers and practitioners,’ 
and believe that he is giving them that which 
they most ardently desire, because it is that 
which they are always most clamorously 
seeking to obtain. We must, however, for 
the sake of truth, declare that medical 
gratuitous services, like all other gratuitous 
services, are of comparatively small value. 
Parliament may, in the magnitude of its 
power and wisdom, decree that ‘medical 
officers and practitioners’ are to perform 
certain work ‘ without fee or reward ;’ they 
cannot, however, secure the efficient per- 
formance of that work, unless it be ade- 
quately paid for. Lord Lyttleton must be 
profoundly ignorant of human nature, and 
of the practical working of the present sys- 
tem of poor-law vaccination, if he fancy 
that such a clause as the following éan sup- 
ply any part of a machinery calculated to 
diminish the spread of smallpox. The fol- 
lowing is an extract from the bill :— 
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‘*¢ That, in the event of a child becoming 
sick or indisposed in consequence of having 
been vaccinated as aforesaid, then, and in 
such case, it shall be the duty of the medical 
officer or practitioner who vaccinated the 
said child, to attend upon and prescribe for 
the said child during such sickness or indis- 
position, and to furnish it with such medi- 
cines as may be necessary for its recovery, 
without fee or reward other than is provided 
for by the above-mentioned act.’ ’’ 

‘The ‘fee or reward’ here referred to is 
the EIGHTEEN PENCE which at present ‘ the 
guardians of the poor’ are legally obliged 
to give to their vaccinators for each success- 
ful case—the paltry amount of which sum, 
as any man of reflection must perceive, is 
in itself an explanation of much of the worth- 
lessness of the existing system. 

“*Since the above was in type we have 
learned that this bill has become a law. 
The Lancet of Sept. 10, states: ‘The 
Vaccination Extension Bill has become the 
law of the land. In spite of the earnest 
remonstrances of Mr. Brady, the only mem- 
ber of either House of Parliament who was 
known to have any practical knowledge of 
the subject—in spite of the expostulations 

lof the Vaccination Committee, from whom 

the House of Commons had received all 
the important suggestions which had en- 
abled them to amend the Bill in any de- 
gree—in spite of the assurances of Lord 
Lyttleton, that every attention should be 
paid to these suggestions, and of Lord 
Palmerston, that he would use his best in- 
fluence in getting the measure postponed 
for another season—in spite of the repre- 
sentatives of the National Vaccine Board— 
of the universal medical press, which may 
be taken to be the voice of the profession— 
a Bill has been passed, as if in mockery 
and contempt of all professional science, 
of which the best thing that can be said is 
that it will probably be inefficient ; we wish 
we could add, harmless and free from mis- 
chief.’ ’’ 


Comparative Mortality in France, Eng- 
land, and Prussia.—In France, the annual 
mortality is 1 in 42; in England, 1 in 45; 
in Prussia, 1 in 38; in Austria, 1 in 33; in 
Russia, 1 in 28. In the latter country, the 
mortality to 100,000 living is 3590 annually ; 
while that of 100,000 living in England is 
2207. 
mortality is 3 or 4 per 100; at Naples, to 


In most of the towns of Italy, the ; 
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100,000 living, there are 4046 deaths annu- 
ally. It isin England that, contrary to all 
expectation, the mortality is less than in 
all civilized states; and this, notwithstand- 
ing the high rate of mortality in her great 
manufacturing towns. It is the agricultural 
districts that produce for England this fa- 
vourable result, as compared with other 
$countries.—L’ Union Médicale. 

Chloride of Barium for the Preservation 
of Animal Substances.—M. Buavoet re- 
commends the chloride of barium for inject- 
‘ing dead bodies, when it is desirable to 
retain their living appearance, because it 
hinders the putrefaction of the blood. 





Pruritus of the Genitals.—Dr. Mayer 
considers this one of the commonest affec- 
tions to which women are subject. He con- 
siders that it may arise‘from self-abuse, 
from herpetic eruptions, from syphilis, from 
incipient scirrhus of the uterus, or from dis- 
ease of the kidneys. In the last case, nitre, 

; magnesia, soda, or lime- water, seem of use. 
(Should metritis with profuse blennorrhea 
be combined with the pruritus, leeches and 
aperient medicines are advisable. Very 
frequently, however, cases occur where no 
material affection is to be discovered ; then 
borax, preparations of lead, mercury, or 
nitrate of silver, are employed in succession. 
In many instances, injections and lotions of 
creosote water removed the symptoms. 
More recently, Mayer has employed with 
; success an ointment composed of chloro- 
form, one part; fat, twenty parts.—Ver- 
— d. Ges. f. Geburtsh. VI. 1852. From 








Aw 





Med. Times §- Gaz. May 21, 1853. 
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The Contagious Influence of Croup.—The 
son of a highly esteemed practitioner of 
Paris, M. Blache, has just met with an un- 
‘timely death by closely watching a child 
suffering from croup, who was under his 
$ father’s care. The little patient, aged nine 
years, had had very severe symptoms of 
suffocation, and M. Blache had performed 
tracheotomy ; the son, himself a very pro- 
mising house-surgeon to a Paris Hospital, 
was entrusted with the watching of the 
child at this critical period. The poor 
young man took the disease, and died in 
three days, the patient succumbing soon 
afterwards. The profession in Paris have 
expressed unfeigned sympathy for the be- 
; reaved father. 














